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1.  Does the RNA designation require a permit to be obtained before conducting research or removing rocks from the area for study? 
Although casual “rock collecting” is allowed on public land, permits are required for collecting any vertebrate fossils, including trace fossils, regardless of the BLM administrative designation. 

2.  If required, what is the process? i.e. cost, who to contact, any reporting requirements, time to acquire a permit, etc.   

BLM Manual 8270 outlines the permitting process.   There are reporting requirements associated with permits.   There are no processing costs and if the application is complete, permits for reconnaissance and survey, can be issued in a few weeks or less.  
The BLM Manual is available online at : http://www.blm.gov/heritage/docum/8270_mnl.pdf#search=%22blm%20manual%208270%22

3.  If permits are required, how many people or institutions have obtained permits to study the trackways since the establishment of the RNA?
Two institutions have held permits to conduct research in the RNA.  There were a total of four researchers.  

4.  Who were these people and when did they do their research? 

The New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science (NMMNHS) holds a statewide permit for BLM lands in New Mexico.  This institution has visited and collected from sites within the RNA and the Robledo Mountains.

Dr. Spencer Lucas, Dr. Andrew Heckert, Dr. Adrian Hunt and others are some of the vertebrate paleontologists who have collected and studied these specimens.  The NMMNHS has published three bulletins (1995, 1998 and 2005) related to the fossil material, associated sediments and how they relate to other Permian rocks in New Mexico.    In addition to these paleontologists, visiting paleontologists from a number of states and countries have studied specimens housed at the NMMNHS from the Robledo Mountains (including localities within the RNA).  For example, during calendar year 2004, nine scientists visited the collections at NMMNHS to study the Permian collections held there. 

5.  Page 45 of the 1994 Smithsonian report identifies 34 localities as paleontological sites within the southern Robledo Mountains.  Have BLM Geologists or Paleontologists visited each and every site and verified the validity of the claim? 

No.  BLM geologists have not visited all the localities. 
6.  If so, who did, when and what did they find.   
BLM Regional paleontologists, Mike O’Neill and currently Pat Hester have visited several localities and have relied on the Vertebrate Paleontologists at the NMMNHS to assess the significance of the localities.  Mr. O’Neill visited localities in the late early 1990’s.  Ms. Hester has visited localities in the early 1990s, 1994, 2003 and 2005.  The NMMNHS is the BLM’s partner in the management of fossil resources on public land. The localities were found to contain important invertebrate trace fossils, vertebrate trace fossils and important plant material that provide information used to interpret ancient environments.    
7.  Is Jerry MacDonald an official paleontologist of the BLM? 

No.  
8.  If so, is this a paid position?  

NA. 

9.  If so, does he still have to have a permit to remove paleontolgical resources?

Mr. MacDonald, as a representative of the NMMNHS may conduct monitoring and mitigation through recovery of voucher specimens within the Las Cruces Community Pit # 1.
10.  Is Jerry MacDonald currently excavating any sites? 

No.
11.  If so, where is the material being housed?   

NA

12.  If he is not an official paleontologist of the BLM and is currently excavating sites, is he using a permit issued to him or working under someone else’s permit? 

Mr. MacDonald is not currently excavating localities, but is listed on the NMMNHS reconnaissance and survey permit.  
13.  If he is currently operating under a permit, what is the permit number and when does it expire if it does? 

The NMMNHS applicable permit was modified in May of 2006 to add Mr. MacDonald. 

The permit number is NMMNHS-8270-RS-06-01.  The permit expires on September 30, 2010.

14.  Is there currently any plans to try and expose more trackways at the discovery site prior to any visit by a congressional delegation?
No.
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